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March 25, 1999

  

Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that USDA°s Rural Development has awarded Mount Wachusett                Community College a $15,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant.              

The funds will enable Mount Wachusett Community College to conduct                a feasibility study to look into a wood products cooperative.                 This feasibility study will also consider forestry, industry, educational                and research implications.              

œThis is a win-win project,” Olver said. œI commend Mount Wachusett                Community College's involvement with the regional wood industry                through the College's Forest and Wood Products Institute.”              

œThrough this public/private partnership, the local wood industry                will continue to economically compete in an international market                while sustaining the local industry with highly trained workers.”              

If found feasible, this initiative will benefit both the local                saw mills and the furniture manufacturers in the region.  Currently,                most of the small saw mills cannot produce enough bi-product wood                individually to financially market their own material.              

Through the creation of a cooperative, local saw mills can aggregate                their value-added wood and competitively sell them to furniture                manufacturers to produce quality products at reduced rates.              

For more information please contact Ed Tiscero at MWCC: 978-632-6600             
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